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I MIDDLETOWN-- Scan Sokoloski
: sat smiling in the back of the gymna-

sium as adults hailed the Macdon-
:: ough School health clinic Monday

night.
He, perhaps more than any of

i • them, knew the value of the mini-
/ medical center -- itis, after all, for
. people such as him.
• "It's going to be a good idea," the

Macd0nough fourth grader said.
"Thisway there's people there to
take care Of [us]."
_ Open a few weeks, the clinic offers
free medical treatment, health edu-
cation and counseling services.

Monday night, about 50 people at=
tended formal dedication ceremo-
nies for the program, more than Six
months in the making.

Organizers named the center after
Macdonough School nurse Rita
Hayes, a supporter of the clinic who
died in February.

Macdonough School Principal
Pamela Maraca Monday night re-
called when she and Hayes first
worked together six years ago; when
Macdonough students were tempo-
rarily housed at Spencer School.: 

The nurse's office had tiles hang-
ing from' the ceiling and curling up• 
from the floor, Muraca said, and the
storage:area was in what used to be a
girl's shower stall.
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Center to serve Macdonough School
ment of Health Services. Organizers
this month applied for a $100,000
state grant to operate the clinic dur-
ing 1993-94; the state is expected
make a decision within the next few
weeks..

Lynn Letarte, supervisor of the
health department's school and ado-
lescent health section, has said that
once a clinic is open, securing more
money to operate it is easier.

The clinic's social work and ouh
reach services are schedule
in place this summer, thanks
$20,000 grant from The Aetna
dation, the insurance

is contingent on the state granting
money for 1993-94.

"Aetna, I'm glad I met you," joked
Mark Masselli, president of Commu-
nity Health Center.

The health center holds the license
for the clinic and will provide its
medical services; Middlesex Hospi-
tal provides the outreach worker and
social worker who also staff the clin-
ic.

Masselli and several other speak-
ers credited Middlesex's Dona Hoff,
the clinic's manager and the prima-
ry author of the grant applications,
for hell ing start the project. Super-
intendent Of Schools David Larson
presented Huff with a cei'tifieate 0f
appreciati0n from the b0ard of edu
cation

individuals and to
not come out of it."


