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Dodd visits city health
(Continued from Page 1)

"the single targest social policy
item to be debated by the Con-
gress. Social Security and Medi-
care were about how to disperse
the checks."

Dodd said he supports the delay
in releasing the plan until Septem-
ber, to be certain it is is ready for
release, but added if reform is not
enacted by the end of December
"we'll be getting into a campaign
year and that becomes too weird.
And if we miss a year, it could
collapse."

Dental care will be included in
the ptan, Dodd said, "but it may
riot be at the level you want." He
said dentists had lobbied to be
e:(chided from Medicare. "They

found that was a huge mistake.
Now they want preventive, acute
and restorative care included," he
said.

Dodd said he saw the need, for
preventive and acute care but
questioned restorative work, such
as braces.
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"The elderly have no coverage
for dentures, and without den-
tures, they can't eat. It's a real
public, health problem," com-
mented Janet Skane Steam of the
Southwest Community Health

Center in Bridgeport.
Compromises will be inevitable,

Dodd said• "When this plan gets
announced, that's only one-third of
the journey, which will be long

and painful. My hope is that plan
will include preventive and acute
dental care, but I'm telling you
now that if it's only preventive, I'il
support it. It's too wonderful an
opportunity to see it evaporate."

A plan once in place can be
improved, he noted, saying he
would like to consider covering
non-traditional elements such as
environmental health, nutrition,
aerobics and body manipulation.
"We have a good chance to begin
those things together," he said.

Accompanied by Mark Mas-
selli, president and CEO of the
Community Health Center:Dodd
toured thefaettities and Spoke to
patient
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