
Juan Sanchez, a college 
administrator from Uvalde, 
was appointed Tuesday by the 
Edwards  Aquifer Authority 
Board of  Directors to fill the 
unexpired term for director 
District 14 that became vacant 
with the recent resignation of  
Mario Cruz of  Uvalde. 

The board also appointed 
Craig Massouh, an archi-
tect from New Braunfels, to 
fill the unexpired term for 
director District 8, due to the 
recent resignation of  John 
Lovett.

Board chairman Luana 
Buckner administered the 

oath of  office to both follow-
ing their appointment.

Both positions are elected 
offices and will require Mas-
souh and Sanchez to run in 
the November general elec-
tion if  they wish to serve 
beyond their current terms, 
which expire December 1. In 

his application to the board, 
Massouh listed his occupation 
as a self-employed architect.  
Sanchez listed his occupation 
as the director of  institutional 
research and effectiveness for 
Sul Ross State University – 
Rio Grande College.

Sanchez is director of  insti-

tutional research and Title 5 
programs for the college. He 
is also the owner and general 
manager of  La Voz newspa-
per.

He said his philosophy in 
relation to water does not 
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Royal smiles

JESSICA MAGNUS|LEADER-NEWS

The 2012 Cinco de Mayo queen, Sophi Mia Rodriguez, 
poses Saturday evening with her escort, Jose Hurtado 
III. To read more about the annual festival, see Page 4.

Water warningHealthy celebration

Wellness 
Center 
opens
MEGHANN GARCIA

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Community was a 
recurring theme on 
Saturday when a grand 
opening celebration was 
held at the Center for 
Community Wellness, 
part of  Community 
Health Development 
Incorporated, located at 
908 S. Evans St.

Rachel Gonzales-Han-
son, CHDI chief  execu-
tive officer, said the 
event was the culmina-
tion of  a four-phase $7.2 

WADE CARPENTER

Community Health Development staff, board members and fundraising com-
mittee members gather Saturday for a ribbon cutting during a grand opening 
for the Center for Community Wellness.

MEGHANN GARCIA|LEADER NEWS

Community Health Development Inc. staff member 
Dolores Quiroz (standing) shows a young visitor 
how to use to the children’s fitness room at the 
Center for Community Wellness Saturday during a 
grand opening ceremony.

Dropping aquifer level may 
trigger additional restrictions

Edwards Aquifer Authority board appoints Sanchez as director

MEGHANN GARCIA
ASSISTANT EDITOR

During discussion at 
Tuesday night’s city 
council meeting, City 
Manager Jennifer Garver 
announced that she 
anticipated Stage 3 water 
restrictions would be 
declared on Wednesday.

Stage 3 restrictions 
prohibit city utility cus-
tomers from watering 
landscapes by means of  
irrigation systems, sprin-
klers or soaker hoses 
except on one designated 

day every other week, 
and then only between 
the hours of  8 p.m. and 10 
a.m. of  the utility cus-
tomer’s garbage pickup 
day.

According to the 
Edwards Aquifer Author-
ity, the reading for Uval-
de’s J-27 well measured 
843.8 yesterday morning. 
An ordinance passed by 
the city of  Uvalde sets 
the Stage 3 trigger is 
845. Stage 4 is triggered 
when the well measures 
842 feet above mean sea 
level.

Other rules include 
prohibition of  water 
waste at all times; 
reduction of  water con-
sumption by all pos-
sible means; covering a 
minimum of  25-percent 
surface area of  swim-
ming pools when not 
in use; not using foun-
tains, waterfalls and 
other aesthetic water 
unless a variance has 
been approved; limiting 
linen and towel changes 
at lodging establish-

Saturday election to 
decide city, school posts
When area voters cast 

ballots for city council 
and school board repre-
sentatives Saturday, it 
will be the first of  two 
election days scheduled 
this month.

Early voting for 
municipal and school 
elections ended Tues-
day, with 110 votes by 
personal appearance in 

the city of  Uvalde elec-
tion to choose a District 
2 council representa-
tive, and an additional 
four returning ballots by 
mail. Seven mail-in bal-
lots were requested.

For the school race, 617 
ballots were cast in the 
election to choose three 
Uvalde Consolidated 
Independent School Dis-

trict trustees, and 116 
ballots by mail had been 
returned. Over two hun-
dred mail-in ballots were 
requested.

Election day is Satur-
day. Voters must take 
either a valid voter reg-
istration card or identifi-
cation card to the polling 

Uvalde, area receives rainfall
MEGHANN GARCIA

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Periodic bursts of  rain 
deposited as the daytime 
sky darkened to high-
light lightning displays 
drenched the city of  
Uvalde Tuesday with over 
1 inch of  precipitation, 
while northern Uvalde 
County received up to 2.4 
inches.

Booming thunder sig-
naled the beginning of  
showers on Monday 
night, but most residents 
of  Uvalde and the sur-
rounding area woke up 
Tuesday to only trace 
amounts of  rainfall. 

As the day went on, 
however, 1.02 inches had 

been recorded in the city 
of  Uvalde by 2 p.m. at 
the Garner Field Air-
port weather station. The 
Uvalde Research Weather 
Station sponsored by 
Uvalde Agrilife Research 
Center tallied 1.28 inches. 

The storm also took a 
toll on electrical service.

“Storm activity in the 
Uvalde area resulted in 
less than 50 customer out-
ages that were worked 
on Wednesday, May 8th. 
The cause of  outages 
was due to lightning and 
wind associated with the 
strength of  the storm cell 
that traveled through 
Uvalde and surrounding 
communities on Monday 
night,” Tony Arce, local 

manager of  public affairs 
for AEP Texas, said. Cus-
tomers in Uvalde, Sabi-
nal and La Pryor were 
affected.

“The storm damaged 
four poles, 1,500 feet of  
electrical lines, four 
transformers, several 
breakers and fuses,” Arce 
said.

Also as a result of  the 
storm, a large pecan tree 
fell in the 800 block of  
East Garden Street some-
time   Monday night.

National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist Joe 
Baskin said spurts of  
rainfall will continue 
through tomorrow.

The first precipitation 
to make its way to Uvalde 

was brought about by 
Pacific and Gulf  Coast 
moisture moving along 
above a cold front, Baskin 
said, adding that any 
rainfall received today is 
the result of  a shortwave 
disturbance moving in 
from the west, mingling 
with the Pacific and Gulf  
moisture.

There is a 60 percent 
chance of  more rain 
throughout the day today, 
chances which increase 
slightly to 70 percent 
tonight and drop to 40 
percent for tomorrow’s 
daytime hours.

“This is a multi-million 
dollar rain for farm-
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CONTACT US RAINFALL
2012 to date 6 .42
2011 same period 2 .05
2010 same period 6 .74
108 year average        6 .97
Edwards Aquifer 843 .8 
Previous level 843 .7
2011 same period 855 .8

WEATHER
 High Low Rain 
Friday 95 69 0 .03
Saturday 93 73 0 .00
Sunday 95 68 0 .00
Monday 95 68 0 .07
Tuesday 68 62 1 .28
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READINGS FOR the Uvalde J-27 well are subject to revision due to maintenance on 
measurement equipment monitored by the Edwards Aquifer Authority.

Bessie P . Beck
Talbert H . Chisum

'Ben' Martinez Sr .
Daisy Matthews
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Service and Parts 
Department

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 3:00 
2630 E. Main • Uvalde 

• 830-278-4124 • 1-800-299-5391

Coupon

OIL CHANGE
$3495

Includes 32 point vehicle inspection, 
chassis lube, oil filter and up to 5 quarts 
of oil. Some models slightly higher.

Coupon

FREE
with purchase of a set of four tires.

Coupon

MOUNT AND 
BALANCE

OFF       
BG SERVICE

$1000

Includes coolant, 
transmission or 

differential service.

27 Years of Taking Care of Your Vehicle

Service Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.  - 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Stick with the SpecialiStS

• Expert Technicians
• Genuine Mopar Parts

• Specialized Technology
• Competitive Prices

EDWARDS FURNITURE
By The Uvalde Post Office ★ 830-278-5694

































































 

Make Mom Smile
Mother’s Day & Everyday♥ ♥

 Gifts, Glamour Jewelry
Furniture, Floors, Mattresses & More!

$100

She’ll Know You Love Her!

SUPER 
BUYS

Dressing Mirrors

$4999NOW

Jewelry Armoires

$9999NOWments to once every three 
nights, except for health 
and safety reasons; and 
not washing sidewalks, 
parking lots, driveways or 
streets unless approved by 
the city in writing due to 
health concerns.

Customers may use drip 
irrigation on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
beginning at 8 p.m. and 
ending by 10 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Land-
scape watering using a 
hand-held hose is permit-
ted daily between 8 p.m. 
and 10 a.m.

Mayor Cody Smith sug-
gested addressing the 
issue of  advertising for 
lease water at the next city 
council meeting.

“If  things don’t change 
very rapidly we’ll be in 

Stage 4,” Garver said.
In another water-related 

discussion, Garver told 
council she is concerned 
with the increasing 
amount of  requests for 
water at the city’s service 
center now that the city’s 
well level is decreasing.

She said the city has 
been giving water away 
when someone comes in 
with a tank, explaining 
that while people nearby 
can request city utilities, 
others in outlying areas 
are coming in when their 
wells go dry.

Councilman Patrick Wil-

liams said he thought the 
city should charge for such 
requests.

“We should definitely not 
be giving it away for free,” 
he said. 

“I understand we have 
to charge … ” Mayor Cody 
Smith said. “If  somebody 
doesn’t have any water 
we’re going to give them ... 
in my mind we have to.”

The mayor said he has 
been approached by poor 
people whose wells have 
gone dry.

“We’ve got to help our 
neighbors, we’ve got to 
help our friends,” he said.

Joe Cardenas, assistant 
city manager, said that has 
been the city’s policy but 
now that Stage 3 is a real-
ity and more people are 
coming, bringing bigger 
containers, it is important 
for council to know what is 
occurring.

MGARCIA@UVALDELEADERNEWS.
COM, 278-3335

million project kicked off  
with a $380,000 cash infu-
sion from CHDI.

“This campus is a testa-
ment to what our com-
munities can do when we 
work together for a health-
ier tomorrow,” CHDI board 
chairperson Monica Gon-
zales said. “Each and every 
one of  us, 100 percent of  
us, personally contributed 
to this campaign.”

The phases, Gonzales-
Hanson said, included 
acquiring property, reno-
vation, construction of  a 
fitness center and a new 
administration building, 
and addition of  a second 
medical wing at the 200 S. 
Evans St. facility.

The goal was to increase 
dental services, offer 
mental and behavioral ser-
vices, implement a com-
prehensive chronic disease 
management program, 
create a fitness center and 
increase existing medical 
services.

The first round of  fund-
ing came from CHDI, 

grants from the city, 
county and state, and 
appropriations made pos-
sible by former congress-
men Henry Bonilla and 
Ciro Rodriguez. 

Gonzales-Hanson said 
that funding brought 
resources up to $3.42 mil-
lion, but the group was still 
short of  the goal of  $7.2 

million.
“At that 

point, once 
again, we 
looked 
to God,” 
she said. 
“And, as 
always, he 
responded 
by opening 

doors to us and he started 
by bringing Jan Elliott into 
our CHDI familia.”

From there, Elliott took 
over telling the story, 
emphasizing how gener-
ous community members 
funded both this project 
and the Kate Marmion 
Regional Cancer Medical 
Center.

“It was amazing,” Elliot 
said. “To think that this 

town and this area has 
raised up these two won-
derful facilities all in the 
name of  health tells you 
something so amazing.”

The idea for the well-
ness center came about 
five years ago, Gonzales-
Hanson said, when the 
entity’s board held a stra-
tegic planning session to 
determine what the com-
munity viewed as current 
resources and gaps.

Personal stories were 
chief  among evidence used 
to determine what direc-
tion to take, and one of  the 
most revealing came from 
a diabetic patient.

“At the end of  the office 
visit, before she left, she 
took the time to thank 
our staff,” Gonzales-Han-
son said, pausing for a 
moment. “And then she 

began to cry.”
The patient’s doctor had 

instructed staff  to orga-
nize nutritional material 
for her to take home, much 
to her surprise. She told 
staff  that for the previous 
15 years the only meat she 
had consumed was boiled 
chicken.

“Even sadder than that, 
this was not an isolated 
case,” Gonzales-Hanson 
said. This case and others 
similar in nature inspired 
the test kitchen at the well-
ness center.

As the grand open-
ing ceremony continued 
Elyssa Luevano, who sang 
two songs, spoke briefly 
about the process that 
brought about the facili-
ties enveloping the crowd 
on Saturday. The dental 
and mental/behavioral 

health building provided 
the backdrop for the event, 
while speakers faced the 
new fitness center.

Before singing “Raise Me 
Up,” Luevano asked those 
in attendance to concen-
trate on the lyrics, which 
she sang without musical 
accompaniment.

The Rev. Nancy Willet, 
who also led the invoca-
tion in both English and 
Spanish, asked the crowd 
to participate in two spe-
cial blessings. The first 
called for everyone seated 
near the medical building 
to place their hand on the 
building while everyone 
else passed a blessing by 
placing their left hand on 
the shoulder of  the person 
next to them. Second, 
Willet called forward CHDI 
staff, board members, and 
those involved in fundrais-
ing, before asking each 
person in attendance to 
raise his or her right hand 
and pass a blessing to the 
gathered group.

Attendees included 
Rodriguez, state Rep. 
Tracy King, Mayor Cody 

Smith, Mayor-elect J Allen 
Carnes, 38th Judicial Dis-
trict Judge Camile DuBose, 
Uvalde County Commis-
sioner Jerry Bates and 
County Clerk Ramona 
Hobbs.

Recognition was given 
to CHDI’s board of  direc-
tors. Members are Monica 
Gonzales, Randy Scheide, 
Anita Shackelford, Frances 
Canales, Beatrice Garcia, 
Noris Garcia, Amanda 
Hadley, Linda Massey, Vale 
Rodriguez, Gilberto Torres 
and Jesse Ybarra.

Capital Campaign Com-
mittee members were also 
acknowledged. They are 
Jan Elliott, Ben Elliott, 
Tony Arce, Carlos Fer-
nandez, Gene Ayala, Mary 
Garcia, Jama Brown, 
Karen Roberts, Olga 
Charles, Kathy Voss, J 
Allen Carnes and Nancy 
Willet.

Girl Scout Troop 374 
raised the American flag 
and led the group in the 
pledge of  allegiance.

MGARCIA@UVALDELEADERNEWS.COM, 
278-3335
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Elliott
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WARNING: City anticipates additional water restrictions

OPENS: Wellness Center celebration highlights completion of four-phase, $7.2 million project
‘This campus is a testament to what 

our communities can do when we work 
together for a healthier tomorrow.’

Monica Gonzales
CHDI board chairperson

‘If things don’t change very rapidly 
we’ll be in Stage 4.’ 

Jennifer Garver
City manager
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