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Free dental care to uninsure 
By Samaia Hernandez
Record-Journal staff

WALLINGFORD -- Fahi-
ola Garcia was nervous when
she stepped into a sterilized
exam room Monday for a rou-
tine dental cleaning and exam,
Eight years had passed since
her last cleaning and the tmvn
resident and stay-at-home
mother of two didn’t know
what to expect once she

plopped down in the chair.
She was the eighth of 10 pa-

tients to visit dental hygienist
Caroline Pawlak’s mobile den-
tal clinic Monday as part of its
three-day visit to the Master’s
Manna food pantry and re-
source center, at 46 North
Plains Industrial Road.

After about half an hour.
Garcia, 27, sat up with a smile

nity Health Center in Meridera
"We could have been here

for four weeks," said Pawlak,
who has worked as a hygienist
with the center’s traveilng
Wherever You Are program
for a year. "We try to come
back every six months so we
can catch the full wave."

But the visiting dental clinic
is only a small portion of the
federally funded Middletown-
based health center’s recent
outreach in town through its
Heatthcare for the Homeless
program.

Since April, the center has

clinic for the uninsured. De-
mand for the program has
wnitlists backed up for two
weeks.

"In general we go to shelters,
so Master’s Manna is a little bit
different than all of the other
locations that we’re going to,
but we found out there’s a

rector of the homeless pro-
gram. "Whoever is coming to
Master’s Manna~ we offer them
services if the}, don’t have a
regular doctor."

Of the 10 to 12 patients seen
on a given Thursday, most are
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