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Board of Ed OKs limited distribution at NREHS by year’s end

By ROBERT STORACE clinic wil] be distributing con- of Education vote to allow the dom, board Chairwoman Sharon
STAFF WRITER doms to some students by the end  distribution, only those students Beloin-Saavedra said. Students
NEW BRITAIN — The New of the year, who are members of the health must get their parents’ permission

Britain High School-based health With Monday night’s5-3 Board center will receive 2 free con- See CONDOMS, Page 4
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to join the health center. But once

they are center members they do

not need their parents’ permission

to get a condom.

The vote by the sch001 board

followed 25 minutes. of discus-
. sion on the policy, which was the
. su_bject of a recent online survey
in: which 63 pefcent of respond-
ing parents and half the _students
endorsed the idea. :
.In . voting to -allow the
Community Health Center to
distribute condoms at the school,
Democratic board member Aram
Ayalon said it was “the right thing
to do.” L

.“It’s a shocking situation when

more than 50 guls F ycar get
pregnant . at- New
Schiool,” Ayalon said during. the

oftcn"emotlonal dlscussmn _At a

: becausc
educatmn or

medsure; sai the boar ‘shot
tackhng more 1mportant issues.-
= “My: issue: is: that it d et

'bclong in: the school ¢ system, , whet

we have’ other 1ssues that are more

Beloin-Saavedra, a strong sup~
porter..of : allowing. the.. health-
center to d{stﬂbute condoms, said
the matter is more than Just about'.

condoms. -

tion,” she said.~
Prior to votmg on n the i issue, the
board heard from 13 residents —

nine of whom cxprcssed support_

for the plan,

Speaking. for - the major—
ity of those who addressed the
board, - Paulette.. . Fox, executive
director of. the: Opportunities

Tndustrialization. Center of New -

Bntam, said datmg is not what it

i care, off. I am in,

“We. are addressmg hca!th care =
and barriers to education. Teenage
pregnancy is. a barner to educa— '
: . some . education

'Mack a:.-pastor
© with- New Life

o of;
' opposed to the condom: pian
“How low will we lower our

uised to be.

i Kids don't date an)}m_ore,” Fox
said... “It’s ; sex,
acnon and thcy

favc_ur _ _(_)f tha .
distribution. . of
condoms, . with

behind it.” .
Charles

Internano nal
Ministries, sub-
mitteda petition
with what he said
were upwards of
500 -signatures
. residents

standards,” Mack sald' “I’
against this 100 percent.”

There: are. 2,600 students at
NBHS, and, according to the

health éenter, 95 percent of them

t]

are sexually active.

Voting to allow the distribu-
tion of condoms
were Beloin-
Saavedra, Ayalon,
Democriats
Carlos Pina and
Judy Greco and
Republican Erin
Stewart. . Voting
against the plan
were Republicans
Carver, James
Sanders Sr.- and
Anthony Kane.
Democratic
board mem-
bers . Dr. Nicole
Sanders . and
Luisa Leal were
not present at the meeting, which
was held in the high school’s Iec-
ture hall,

Robert Storace can be reached at.
(860) 225-4601, ext. 223, or af . .

rstorace@newbritainberald.com, .. - 00




