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by Ken Dirksen, Deacon
 Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church

T o all mothers, we wish 
a happy celebration of 
Mother’s Day. In the 
United States we set 

aside this Sunday to recognize 
the work, devotion and love of 
mothers and recognize how we 
all benefit from motherhood.

Motherhood isn’t just a senti-
mental title. It’s more than giving 
birth or collecting children like 
accessories as some celebrities.

Motherhood is a lifelong 
vocation that springs forth like 
fruit from true womanhood. 
Motherhood isn’t a role to be 
played in life along with so many 
others but a gift to us that comes 
forth from the person, whether 
the woman has given birth or not. 
The best examples of mother-
hood are given by women with 
strong faith, who stay close 

to God. Jesus said “Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will 
bear much fruit, because without 
me you can do nothing.” The 
strong woman finds the source 
of her strength in God. Then, 
from this strength, she can foster 
others to grow through her moth-
erhood.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
gave beautiful witness to this. 
At the Annunciation, she didn’t 
run away when the angel told her 
God had chosen her to bear his 
son. But she said with great cour-
age and trust, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done according to your word.” 
She was the first to hear the good 
news and believe (Luke 1:45) 
and she was the first to proclaim 
the Gospel (Luke 1:46-56). Her 
faith and strength didn’t just 
happen, but was the result of her 
formation as a young woman and 
her reliance on God.

The close relationship with 
God stayed with her through the 
raising of Jesus. Mary must have 
endured many sufferings and 
hardships. From exile in Egypt 
to making a home on a working 
man’s wages, life in those days 
was as hard as today. But along 
with the joys, she managed these 
things, not for herself, but for her 
family because as the mother, 
she was the heart. Her goal was 
that, with Joseph, they would 
raise Jesus and prepare him to go 
out into the world. This wasn’t 
for her glorification, but because 
it was what God asked of her 
(Luke 2:22-52).

Did she know what would 
happen to her son? I don’t know, 
but I don’t think she would 
have changed what she did. As 

Motherhood means more than 
giving birth or collecting children

Great jazz
Once again, members of the 

Uvalde High School Jazz Band 
and their director, Mark Lyon, 
have shown our community what 
can happen when motivated 
youth and a committed teacher 
strive together for excellence. 
Yesterday [April 2] night’s con-
cert, “A very special night of Jazz 
IV,” was incredible. The talented 
rendition of wonderful music by 
this fine group of students, Mr. 
Lyon, and the five guest perform-
ers was a joy to hear! The audi-
ence included a diverse group of 
community members, parents, 
teachers, students and school 
administrators. It was clear at the 
end of the performance that all 
who were there felt that they had 
enjoyed an amazing experience 
of outstanding music.

Students and parents alike 
are deeply grateful to Mr. Lyon 
for his gifted instruction, dedi-
cation and commitment to lead-
ing his students to excellence in 

music. Many people in Uvalde 
have been privileged to hear per-
formances by the Uvalde High 
School Jazz Band and the Uvalde 
High School Choir, which he 
also directs, and their comments 
consistently indicate that they are 
highly impressed and inspired. 

These students represent 
Uvalde High School frequently 
during the school year at civic 
and community events and they 
always bring credit to the high 
school, and the entire school dis-
trict. In addition, several of Mr. 
Lyon’s music students have gone 
on to enter university-level music 
programs, further indicating the 
quality of music education they 
received at Uvalde High School 
under his direction.

My deepest appreciation goes 
to the Uvalde High School Jazz 
Band and to Mr. Mark Lyon for 
their commitment to excellence in 
music, and for their civic-minded 
generosity in sharing their time 
and talents so frequently in our 
Uvalde community. Our school 

district should take great pride in 
what this group and their director 
are accomplishing.

Joy Jechow
Uvalde

Magical music
As Nancy and I move scarily 

closer to our golden years, she 
finds it ever more difficult to 
get me out on a Saturday night. 
Our entertainment on this night 
before Sunday school and church 
more often than not consists 
of the musical powerhouses of 
Lawrence Welk followed by the 
Big Joe Polka Show. By some 
divine intervention (perhaps it 
was Apollo, the Greek god of 
music), Nancy got me off my 
recliner and dragged me to the 
Uvalde High School Jazz Band’s 
concert.  Boy, were we jazzed!

Goosebumps, involuntary 
woops and wows, tears and 
ecstatic joy came pouring forth as 
a consequence of this musically 
transfiguring evening.  As a 
long time jazz piano wannabe, 

10 years ago
May 6, 1999

Top grads lead class act of 
’99 – The top 10 students from 
the Uvalde High School class 
of 1999, including valedicto-
rian Janel Elizabeth Owens 
and salutatorian Monica Lynn 
Moerbe, were named at Tues-
day’s school board meeting. 
Other top 10 scholars, in order 
of class rank, are Brooke Hol-
loway, Jesse Najera, Char-
lie Downing, Megan Rene 
Nolasco, Thomas Cameron 
Walter, Thomas Scott Turner, 
Kay Dawn Hopper and Brandi 
Elaine Gamble.

Local institutions receive 
gifts from estate – A former 
Uvaldean brought smiles to the 
faces of El Progreso Memorial 
Library director Susan Ander-
son and Grand Opera House 
managing director Esther Trev-
iño with a posthumous gift pre-
sented to the two institutions 
last Thursday. The estate of 
Celia Ortiz Burian awarded a 
check for $17,344.37 to each of 
the institutions’ representatives. 
The lifelong educator

 who was born in Leakey had 
no children. Her brother, Ernest 
Ortiz, said her selection of the 
library was understandable, 
since she was an avid reader, 
and the gift to the Opera House 
was made at the suggestion of 
family members.

May 9, 1999
Seniors enlist in military 

future – Three Uvalde High 
School seniors have accepted 
appointments to military acad-
emies for the coming year. Tom 
Visel has accepted an appoint-
ment to West Point, military 
academy for the United States 
Army, while Will Dabney and 
Zac Sheppard will be attending 
the Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.

Funds being raised for new 
clinic building – Uvalde County 
Clinic Inc. is appealing to local 
businesses and individuals 
to dig into their pockets and 
donate funds for the construc-
tion of its new 18,000-square-
foot clinic facility to be located 
at the corner of West Garden 
and South Evans streets. Rachel 
A. Gonzales-Hanson said that 
while more than $1.6 million 
has been raised, UCCI needs 
an additional $75,000 to meet 
a $100,000 Mabee Foundation 
challenge grant.

50 years ago
May 7, 1959

College prepared to entertain 
647 seniors – An annual event 
designed to increase interest and 
attendance takes place today at 
the campus of Southwest Texas 
Junior College. This is Senior 
Day, to which 647 area high 
school students have been per-
sonally invited by college presi-

dent Sterling H. Fly and college 
dean Wayne Matthews. In the 
event of rain the program will 
be held in one of the hangars at 
Garner Field.

Nueces Canyon student is 
Merit scholar – John Henry 
Reavis Jr., student at Nueces 
Canyon High School, has won 
a national Merit Scholarship 
in nationwide competition. He 
is one of 850 scholars selected 
across the United States. Only 
about six in every 10,000 high 
school seniors receives the 
honor. Reavis, the NCHS vale-
dictorian, is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J.H. Reavis Sr. of Barks-
dale.

May 10, 1959
Class visits zoo – Miss Irene’s 

kindergarten and first-grade 
classes made their annual trip to 
the San Antonio Zoo Friday by 
chartered bus. The group of 32 
students were accompanied by 
Mrs. Schelicher and Mrs. Ima 
Perkins, teachers of the private 
school, and parents Mrs. Happy 
Schawe, Mrs. Fletcher and Mrs. 
E.D. Kincaid Jr.

Dalton Field Day report – 
Team I of the boys all-star teams 
won the baseball game that was 
part of Dalton School Field Day 
activities. Team members are 
Thomas Zapata, Steven Ambler, 
Johnny Miyakawa, Charles 
Ham, Rudy Pruneda, Billy 
Scheide, Frank Postell, Jim Ed 
Sturdivant and Larry Bostic. 

Top grads lead class act

Don 
Smith

The Reluctant TravelerI  have asked nearly 
everyone with whom I 
have flown if they have 
ever seen anything that 

could not be explained by the 
laws of science. Three of them 
described the classic “Flying 
Saucer.” They really believed 
what they were saying. I don’t 
know if they were mistaken 
or not. Another half-dozen of 
my associates described very 
strange events, but explainable 
with a stretch of the imagina-
tion. 

One such story involved a 
friend of mine cruising in a B-
727 over Alabama, late at night, 
when an extremely bright light 
from far above turned the cock-
pit into day. This was likely a 
high-altitude Air Force aircraft 
and its pilot having a little fun. 
Or maybe it was a little green 
man having a little fun. 

Unfortunately, my own vigi-
lance has not paid off. I have 
never seen such things. How-
ever, pilots are privileged to see 
natural phenomena and illu-
sions that few have seen from 
the surface. One of the best was 
one night over Southern Laos 
about midnight (an airline trip). 
I was watching a large thunder-
storm whose tops were likely 
above 60,000 feet. Yes, Asians 
have bigger clouds and hotter 
peppers than we do in South 
Texas. Frequent lightning illu-
minated the cockpit. Suddenly a 
huge column of lightning went 
from the top of the cloud into 
the sky far above it. I had just 
seen a cloud-ionosphere dis-
charge (CI). Although not pho-

tographed until 1989, this was 
a spectacular, but scientifically 
explainable event. 

My favorite, more surprising 
than disturbing, is the reflec-
tion of sunlight from objects 
on the ground. I was arriving in 
Los Angeles early one morning. 
The sun was rising behind me 
and the weather was clear. As 
the sunshine hit the signs on the 
interstate, each reflected its red 
or green back to me. The effect 
was 250 miles of red and green 
dots, perfectly outlining the 
interstate highway.  

The “Pilot’s Angel” is a phe-
nomenon that is well known to 
aviators. It is similar to a “rain 
circle” caused by the reflection 
of water or ice in the atmo-
sphere. The Pilot’s Angel, can 
be seen when one’s aircraft is 
casting a shadow on a cloud 
below. A perfect silhouette of the 
aircraft is surrounded by a rain-
bow. This is especially beauti-
ful when the aircraft in which 
you are flying descends into the 
cloud. The shadow gets larger 
and larger until it is full size just 
as you enter the cloud. 

Illusions and their threat to 
safety have dogged aviation 
since the beginning. I was climb-
ing out of Atlanta one night and 

noticed an aircraft arriving from 
the opposite direction. As was 
customary, it had its two land-
ing lights illuminated to enable 
other pilots to more readily see 
it. Air Traffic Control guaran-
teed radar separation and our 
on board collision-avoidance 
equipment reassured us that 
everything was fine. 

Suddenly the lights began to 
spread apart, indicating that we 
were very close and that a col-
lision was imminent. I disen-
gaged the autopilot but made no 
violent maneuver since I could 
not decide which way to turn. 
In a moment, it was over. We 
had been watching two faraway 
aircraft in trail. One had made a 
turn, creating the illusion.  Both 
of us experienced the same per-
ception. 

Polar and Arctic flights fre-
quently involve Aurora Borea-
lis. Although beautiful, it is 
sometimes troublesome. The 
more intense activity is usually 
associated with radio disruption. 
The lower edge of the “curtain” 
of aurora creates the illusion of 
a horizon. Leveling the wings 
with that usually results in a 
turn. The multitude of colors 
and rapid motion of the “cur-
tain” can only be fully appreci-
ated from the air.

If there are any little green 
men reading this out there, feel 
free to give me a call. I won’t be 
holding my breath, though.

(Editor’s note: The preced-
ing column is part of a series 
on airline travel written by Don 
Smith of Uvalde. Smith is a 
former pilot for Delta Airlines.)  

Flying saucers and little green men
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With 77 percent of its $5.4  million 
goal to build a new Center for Commu-
nity Wellness in hand, Community Health 
Development, Inc. is continuing to dem-
onstrate that when there is a health care 
need, the agency is not afraid to step up to 
the plate.

In fact, the 15,000-square-foot wellness 
center located at 908 S. Evans is already 
under construction with a planned opening 
in the fall of this year.

Once completed, the facility will enable 
CHDI to serve 14,000 patients annually, 
provide three times as many dental care 
visits to thousands of additional patients 
each year, offer twice as many health edu-
cation classes and operate a comprehen-
sive and affordable mental-behavioral 
health department.

Also planned is a 4,200 square-foot 
exercise/fitness facility to promote physi-
cal activity and improve clinical outcomes 
for chronically ill patients and a 6,000-
square-foot administrative office building 
to house human resource, administrative, 
fiscal, information technology and billing 
staff.

Founded in 1983, CHDI has grown from 
an initial staff of four to more than 100, 
operating on an annual budget of about $6 
million. According to CHDI research, the 
agency serves approximately 83 percent of 
the area’s residents determined to be living 

in poverty and 62 percent of the region’s 
uninsured.

“We are not just a clinic anymore, we 
are so much more than that. Our Health is 
a one-stop shop for their patients,” accord-
ing to CHDI chief executive Rachel Gon-
zales-Hanson.

In addition to the Our Health/Nuestro 
Centro de Salud clinic at 200 S. Evans 
in Uvalde, CHDI also operates Rolling 
Hills Health in Leakey and Canyon Health 
Center in Camp Wood.

We congratulate Gonzales-Hanson and 
the members of the capital campaign com-
mittee who have raised $4.1 million of the 
$5.4 million needed for the new facility in 
Uvalde. Given the demographics of our 
region that show about 30 percent live in 
poverty and the fact that 47 million Amer-
icans are uninsured, there is no question 
about the need for more accessible health 
care.

We encourage you to help with this 
unfinished cause by making a donation of 
any amount to the “Our Community…Our 
Health” capital campaign.

Affordable health care

To make a donation make 
checks payable to CHDI Cap-

ital Campaign and mail to 
CHDI, 201 S. Evans, Uvalde, 

TX 78801
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