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HUNTER HEALTH CLINIC PLANS NEW BUILDING

No room at the clini

Hunter Health Clinic gives primary care to anyone and specializes in care for those who are
uninsured or underinsured. Over a five-year period, its patient visits increased from 35,311 to 51,721.
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Hunter Health’s beginnings as an
Indian health center and its
diverse patient population, the
ceremony will start with a bless-
ing by Native American spiritual
leaders who will come to Wichita
from the four compass directions.
The ceremony will also feature
Native American drummij
Hindu dance, a Baha'i song,
Buddhist chant and song, and
two Protestant ministers.
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Growing demand

The number of visits to Hunter Health
Clinic has increased steadily in recent

years. li] 72]
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sured or underinsured. It’s also ‘The Wichita Eagle
an urban Indian health program.

‘The federal government pro- at Hunter Health, it’s closer to
vides almost half of its funding one now.
under those two programs, but More room — so that one
the clinic also relies on private patient can be in one room

| donations, fees and insurance preparing for the doctor while
reimbursements. Its total budget  another patient is being seen —
. - for fiscal year 2003 was about will allow for more efficiency,
$5 million. Schwartz said.
ousan s more a Ien s see In car Sorze of the money for the new ‘The building will include a
building is coming from the fed- Native American teaching circle

eral government; donations and

on the second floor, designed

E. Central. ter — had 51,721 patient visits, up naming grants are being sought. “kind of like a sweat lodge,”
g‘:el(c\;‘ig'ﬂ(sa" g’a%liﬂ "{(*:hat 67-year-old building will be from 35,311 over a five-year period. For example, the mental health Schwa{tz said. A more typical
demolished and turned into a parking That’s about the maximum the cur- ‘wing will be named for thg education room also will be part
unter Health Clinicwill  lot when the new one rent building can accommodate, she Forrest C. Latmer Foundation. of the new building.
kick off a $5.5 million is finished, Hunter said, which is why some Hunter The new building, designed by Sometime in 2008, Hunter
building project witha  Health chief executive EAE{E Health services — such as its diabetes Law Kingdon, will have 45,000 Health hopes to increase its doc-
ground-blessing cere- Susie Schwartz said care clinic — have been moved to square f #ith 10,000 of it tors from two to four, dentists
mony early next Thursday. EXCLUSIVE  satellite Iocations. Those sites will unfinished space in the base- from one to two, and mid-level
month. The project is neces- 1 gy 7y Temain open after the new building tment. The clinic currently has practitioners from three to six.
The new building, sary because of an FIRST WIT opens. R y 11,400 square feet. Hunter Health also has satellite
ected to be com- increased demand for THE NEWS The ground-blessing will begin at Staffing won't increase at first, *operations at Brookside United

pleted in June 2007, will triple the

care, she said. In its

3:30 p.m. April 8. In a reflection of

but the exira space will provide

Mgr.hod.ist Church, Inter-Faith

Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle

i ini be just t t fiscal year, Hunter Health much-needed room. For exam- Ministries, Wichita Child e
"fﬁﬁﬂgé?ﬁ;ﬂﬁ:f 2318 30: nroerc];rr‘cﬁt corl};mu_njty health cen- Please see CLINIC, Page 10A ple, in a medical setting, a doctor ~ Guidance Center and next to Reach Karen Shideler at 268-6674 or |
e typically has three exam rooms; Central Church of Christ. idelerEuwichitaeagle.com.



