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Program at Whigham Elementary
gives pre-schoolers a Head Start

CHI: Woman’s vision brought
healthcare to underserved

BY TIFFANI HELBERG

Thomasina Simpson, 86, smiled as she
looked at a photograph of her late mother,
Doris Ison. The picture seemed to conjure up
proud memories of the Florida City visionary
and activist.

Simpson’s recollection of her mother’s
healthcare legacy comes and goes. But when
it is there, Simpson comes alive, beaming
with honor.

“She was never satisfied,” Simpson said
about her mother.

That dissatisfaction was well warranted back
in the 1960s. Back then African-Americans liv-
ing in Florida City and South Miami-Dade did
not have access to local healthcare facilities.
James Archer Smith was the closest hospital in
Homestead, but at the time blacks were turned
away. The journey to Jackson Memorial in
Miami was sometimes fatal for those seeking
medical help.

“It was a struggle,” said Carolyn Taylor-
Pates, Ison’s niece and CHI board member.
“Kids were dying on the way to Jackson
Hospital.”

That struggle and the mounting death toll
were the matches that ignited a flame inside
of Ison. Even though she only had a third
grade education, Ison compelled doctors and
legislators to create a healthcare center in
South Miami-Dade. The Doris Ison Health
Care Center was born as just two meager
trailers and a few volunteer doctors that Ison
had gathered from her church. It was a bea-
con of hope for a community that had suf-
fered for too long without adequate health-
care.

That heroic act of activism snowballed into
a top ranking non-profit healthcare company
that has grown year by year. In fact, Ison
wanted to make sure that the migrant work-
ers also received proper medical care.

“She was walking down the street one day
and found a group of Mexicans in the field,”
Simpson recalled. “One of the children had
whooping cough and she wanted to know

why they hadn’t seen a doctor.” 
She discovered migrants shared the same

lack of access to healthcare that blacks were
experiencing at the time. So she began to
make sure that their needs were addressed as
well.

“My grandmother was a champion for all
people,” said Toni Rogers-Manning, Ison’s
granddaughter.

When Ison died in 1989 CHI had grown
out of its trailers and was operating with four
healthcare center buildings throughout South
Miami-Dade.

“I never envisioned it to be this big,”
Rogers-Manning said. “So for me, I’m over-
whelmed that my grandmother, her dream
could be ongoing.”

Today Ison’s legacy continues to grow. By
March, CHI will be opening three new
healthcare centers bringing its total number

of centers to 10. What was once the only
place that blacks down south could go for
healthcare now is an all-inclusive healthcare
center. People of all ethnicities and income
levels go to CHI for a host of healthcare
needs.

Those who can’t afford it are taken care of
and others are given a sliding scale fee to
work within their budget. It has grown from
a few volunteer doctors to a staff of more
than 600 people with a wide variety of spe-
cialties: pediatrics, ob-gyn, family medicine,
radiology, mental health, dental and much
more.

“I think that they did a great job,” Simpson
said with a smile.

The now elderly daughter gleamed with
hope for the future of her mother’s legacy,
a legacy born out of such a meager begin-
ning. 

Pictured standing in front of Doris Ison’s Florida City home are (l-r) Toni Rogers-Manning, granddaughter; Thomasina
Simpson, daughter, and Carolyn Taylor-Pates, niece. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 1.8)
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.25000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.25000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [734.400 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


