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= s21aciinviietl L UPKISH Ispectors
axl installed Webcams to reassure
Muslims that Jerusalem repair wark
Doses no threal to Al Agsa MOsGue,
B Egypt rounded up MusHm Broth-
erhood members as April elections
near. Candidates affiliated with the
group rattled nerves in *05 resulis,
# Russia’s Putin efevated Defense
Minister tvanov to first deputy pre-
mier a5 maneuvering infensified
for 2008 presidential elections, A6
# x ®
= Alrport screeners may get union-
ization rights and whistleblower
protections under a bill the Senate
Homeland Security panel apprayed,
& Senate Republicans blocked a
Demacratic move to modify the pa-
triot Act to strip the president of
sole authority to fire U.S. attomeys,
*

E3 *
u A federal judge ordered » trial
for a suit seeking $105 million from
Sudan for 2id to al Gaeda in the USS
Cote bombing that killed 17 in 2000,
* 3 *
B Spain hegan a trial of 29 Madrid
train-bombing suspects. The al-
leged mastermind, captured in It-
aty, repudiated ali terror attacks.
B A Morocean man tried to hijack
an Air Mauritaniz 737 to Franca, [t
landed in Spain’s Canary Isiards af-
ter he was overcome by passengers.
* * *
& The National Guard was called
in to deliver food and other neces-
sities t¢ a 50-mile line of vehicles
trapped by snow ir Pennsylvania,
#* * *
& The CDC said salmonelia-tainted
peanut butter has sickened 288. Pe-
ter Pan and Great Value lids with
cades beginning “2111” are suspect,
B West Virginia and Kentucky
have the highest U.8. rates of heart
disease due to smeking, diet and
other factors, the CDC reparted,
* * ®
& A Japanese whaler is on fire and
listing near the main Antarctica
Ppenguin breeding grounds, spark-
ing fear of enviromnental tragedy,
B Scientists gathered in Aflanta to
find a way to stop a fungus killing
the warld's frogs. Up to 170 species
have gone extinct in the past decade.

Fisk University Could Use
The Money, but Tennessee
Delays & Deal to Sell

Ry Coxey Dabe

NASHVILLE, Tenn,—Twp modern-
Ist 1nasterpieces from the early 20th
century sit in a storage chamber here
at a dewntown museum. They have
been in this eity for most of the last
half century, but they’ve been ont of
view long enongh that Tmany residenis
may have forgotten about themn.

Their owner, tiny Figk University,
has decided it's too 2xpensiva ta con-
tinue insnring and caring for the paint-

Cngrtesy af Flsk Unfyarsity

=

Georgia O'Keeffe’s, ‘Radiator Building—
Night, New York’

ings, by Georgia O’Keeffe andMarsden
Hartley. Fiskwantsto sell them hoth to
help solve a financial crisis,

But a legal battle erupted over
whether Fiskhastherighttodothat. Ms.
(’Keeffe, who died in 1986 at the age of
48, gave the two Bhaintings and many
otherartworkste Fiskin 1949 onthe con-
ditionthat they neverbesold, This week,
Tennessee Attorney General Robert .
Cooper Jr. stepped it 1o try to keep the
Daintings in Nashville. State law agthg-
rizes him toweigh in on thesale of chari-
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QI PromIsing cases.

The government is nearing
charges against a former offieial of
computer-security company McAfee

Please turn ta page A13

T e LURALY ELUVLLY, ILWCIDRTS
of taxpayers are vulnerable toils bita,
The Treasury estimates that unless
Congress acts, more than 23 million
househaldswill be affected bythe AMT

Please furn to page A12

SIDE EFFECTS

A Program to Bring In
Foreign Physicians
Is Unexpectedly Hurt

By Miriam Jorpaw

YAKIMA, Wash.—For the past de-
cide, a steady flow of fareign doctors
helped Yakima Neighborhood Health
Services take care of its growing pa-
tent easeload. “There was never a day
when didn't get a vésumé” from a for-
eign doctor, says Anita Monoian, the
commumity clinic’s director.

But in the past few years, the sup-
ply of doctors has begun to dry up-in
thisagriealtural valley famed for its ap-
ples and vineyards, These days, Ms,
Mongian says sherarely even sees aré-
sumé, ruch less a doctor, headed Yaki-
ma's way,

Across the nation, the flow of over-
seas doctors to small towns and rural
areas has slowed to a trickle. Behind
the shift: an vnusual tale of two visa
prograrms,

One is the HI-B, which helps 1.8,
conlpanies temporarily hire skilled
foreign workers for jobs that are difii-

Wit?a Quirk in Viéa Law,
Small Towns Lose Doctors

Dwindling Supply
Fareign physicians in clinical training in
the 1.5, on a J-1 visa:

125 thousand

o0& el T - ! 5
1996 "97 98 99 D0 01 ‘02 402 ‘04 05 ‘05
Hote: Figures are for academte year erdifg june 3¢

Seurce: Fducationial CommissTon for Foreign Madical
Grairates

cult to fill domestically. Hungry to
fure more high-skilled tech workers,
American employers have heen push-
ing to expand the H1-B. But in an inad-
vertent consequence, it's now under-
cutting the pipeline to the J-1 waiver,
a little-known provision that for .
Yyears has funneled thousands of phy-
sicians to parts of the country that
Flease turn to page A12
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F roday hundreds of dectors from In-
. pakistan and other cowntries are
assing the J-1, which gives doc-
; eligibility for a green card if they
¢ spend three years in an under-
sed area. Instead, many foreign
tors are securing an HI-B, which
sn't require the rural stint, and
working in the big wrban areas
J prefer for prafessional and life-
& reasens.

_ike their American counterparts,
rign doctors say working in rural
1s oftenr means few chances to
e their specialties or work with
ding-edge technelogy. Working in
underserved area can also meatt
5 and lonely kours. “It’s like serv-
jail time,” says Mirao Kavarana, a
nhai native working in Appatachia
 heart surgeon on a J-1 waiver.
Je Dr. Kavarana calls his work re-
ding, he says hc will leave Lon-
, Ky., after lis required three
-5 unless the hospital builds a new
rt-surgery facility.

“he number of foreign doctors in
LS. on a J-] visa has plummeted,
ng about 45% to almost 6,000 in
5-06, compared to nearly 11,000
895-86. Connie Berry, & senior
Ith official i Texas, says the total
1ber of foreign doctors hasn't
aged—it’s just that many have de-
ed to the HI-B.

e-gnd-Death Situation’

“he effect is profound in small
ns and rural areas, where the
rth of doctors is already acute.
uk 25% of all phystcians in practice
1 iraining across the 1.5, are for-
i, butt in rural areas the pereentage
ten much higher.

¥ithont J-1 physicians, some rural
dents might hiave to travel more
1160 miles to reach a hospital. “It’s
g-and-death situation,” says Rep.
y Moran, who represents a rural
stituency in Kansas where several
aitals haven't successfuily re-
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in two years, having just foond an In-
dian doctor tejein him, In North Garoli-
na's tobacco-growing region, Pender
Memorial Hospital lost three of six phy-
sicians last year and is scrambling to
replace them.

The sitnation is so bad that when
war was #aging in Lebanon last sum-
mer, Sen. Keni Gonrad of Narth Dakota
mobilized the State Department, the
Department of Bomelanrd Secwity and
the embassies of Norway and Canada
to enstue that a Lebanese oncologist
visiting Beirut coudd return te his job
in Farga.

Sweeping Changes

Signed into law in 1990, the H1-B
visa was created to address the short-
age of experts in such fields as high
technology and the sciences, Later
that decade, amid a worker shortage
created by the dot-com boom, leaders
of Silicon Valley companies such asIn-
tel Corp. lobbied Congress heavily, ar-
guing that the visa’ limits were mak-
ing corporate America less competi-
tive globally. In October 2000, Gou-
gress passed sweeping changes to
11t-B regulations.

In order to boost the number of
H1-B workers that corporate America
could hire, Congress exempted re-
search institutions and universities
from a ceiling on the number of work-
ers they could bring on the H1-B. That

new skills that they could then use
back home,

By law, foraign physicians on the
J-1visa are required Lo return to their
countries of arigin for at least two
years to use their skills there. After
that, they can then attempt te re-enter
the U.8. to seek work apd permanent
residency.

By the 1890s, the number of U.5.
doctors willing to work in rural areas
was dwindling, While some federal
agencies had sent foreign dectors to
certain needy areas in the past, ana-
tional system wasn’t formalized un-
til 1994, That year, Sen. Conrad ¢re-
ated a provision allowing each stale
to enlist up to 20 J-1 foraign medical
graduates annualiy to work in their
uiderserved communities. The new
law waived the requirement that doec-
tors return to their home countries
for two years and let them become
eligible for a green card after spend-
ing three years in an underserved
area,

The arrangement has its detrac-
tors, who worry it drains skilled dec-
tors away from countries that need
them. Last year, the World Health
Organization urged developed coun-
tries to reduce their reliance on for-
eign physicians. In the Feb. 1 issne
of the New England Journal of Medi-
cine, Fitzhugh Mullan, a prefessor
of health policy af George Washing-
tan University, writes that the huge
U.S. market for foreign physicians is
“inadveriently destabilizing the
medical systems of countries that
are battling poverty and cpidemic
disease.”

The J-1 waiver program: has pro-
vided mere than 1,000 doctors aanu-
ally to underserved areas, outperform-
ing scholarskip and loan programs de-
signed to attract young U.5. doctorsto
these same places. The program'’s suc-
cess in its early years prompted Con-
gress t0 expand it in 2002. Late last
year, Congress extended the -1 waiver
program until 2008.

But those efforts have been under-

court promising international medi-
cal graduates to their programs.
The J-1 costs employers almost
nothing,

Fixing the Problem

Some state health officials have
started to mobilize to fix the problem.
Ms. Berry, the Texas health official,
says that one idea is to require all fox-
eign medical graduates te spend time
in an underserved area, regardless of
which visa they use to enter (ke U.8.
for training.

Situated in a valley at the foot of
the Cascade Mountains, Yakima is
typical of U.S. towns that had come
to rely on J-1 waiver doctors. “Just
tike we can't get American kids to
pick our apples, we can’t get Ameri-
can doctors to treat patienls in
needy areas,” says Michael Maples,
chief executive of Community Health
af Central Washington,  nonprofit
agency that operates community
health centers in the area.

T recent years, a signifieant redue-
tion in timber harvesting on federal
iands and a program fo protect endan-
gered species eroded one of Yakima
Valley’s main ecenomic activities,
‘When the lumber mills disappeared,
many residents lost their jobs and
health insurance, Meanwhile, field
workers rarely get any health benefits,
‘I'he average family income in Yakima
is $2B,000 = year, and 42% of Yakima
County residents are on some form of
public assistance.

Yakima Neighborhood Health, a
nonprofit facility in the city's down-
town, opened in 1975 with a small all-
American staff that treated about 12
patients a day. But as demand for low-
cost care surged, it added a medical
clinic. Today, the sprawling clinic’s in-
ternisls, family doctors and pediatri-
cians see 600 patients a day. About
80% of the facility’s $12 million anmual
budget iscovered by federal or statere-
imbursemenis.

Ms, Monoian, the chief executive,
set out te hire the clinic's fust I
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calls Dr. Pedrosa, who interpreted this
to mean the area was green and the
town not tao tiny. After completing
her three-year assignment, Dr. Ped-
rosa decided 1o stay in Yakima. The
Nordstrom is gone, but she is the meadi-
cal director of the clinic.

Untder her watch, the facility has
more than doubled insize. Foreigndece-
tors on J-3 waivers have formed the
backbane of this growth. “Iden’tknow
how we would have bridged the 1990s
to the present without” fureign physi-
cians, says Ms. Monoian.

Currently, seven of 12 full-time phy-
sicians at the clinic are foreign. But the
farility is short three physicians. Two
foreign doctors left two months ago af-
ter doing their time. Another i5 due to
leave in a month.

Like other [facilities, Yakima
Health advertises in medical publica-
tions, such as the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine. It also receives refer-
rals from Washington state’s health
department, whose officials attend
job fairs te meet potential J-1 waiver
physicians.

But the entire staie is suffering. Be-
tween Qctober 2006 and Jannary
2007, the state health department re-
ceived only two applications from J-t
waiver doelors. The previous year, the
health department had received seven
applications by Jan. 31 And, twe years
ago, the state had received 13 inquiries
by that date. “It’s simply atarming,”
says Jennell Prenfice, program man-
ager for the state.

Among the patients in the packed
waiting room at Yakima Heaith one re-
cent Wednesday weze gas-station at-
tendant Colin Cunningham, his wife,
Amanda and their 1-year-cld, Braden,
who came to see James Jabile, a pedia-
trician from the Philippines.

Dr. Jabile, who completed his J-1
residepey in a New Yovk City hospital,
says he hasp't decided whether he
will stay or leave once he completes
his three-year stint later this year
The clinic’s primary-care administra-
tor Rhonda Hauff, who has been try-
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