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Dental assistant Maribel Alvarado, left, helps Junn-Ming Huang, one of the two full-time dentists at Yakima Neigh-

borhood Health Services, with a patient Friday afternoon.

Helping Fill a Need in the Community

Yakima Neighborhood Health Services has people waiting in line for dental care

By JULIE PETERSON
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

When a lack of access to health and
dental insurance has reached what
some would call crisis proportions,
many community health clinics have
expanded to meet the need.

The Yakima Neighborhood Health
Services dental program, for example,
now has dozens of people waiting early
in the morning to get one of the 50 avail-
able appointments every month, under-
scoring the need for dental services,
said Rhonda Hauff, primary care
administrator for YNHS.

“We could double or triple the num-
ber of appointments and not meet the
need,” she said.

Just one year after expanding their
dental program to include two full-time
teams of dentists and hygienists, the
clinie sees its 50 available appoint-
ments each month often filled by mid-

“We could double or triple
the number of appoint-
ments and not meet the
need.”

RHONDA HAUFF
Administrator, YNHS

morning of the day they are offered.
People often bring lawn chairs and wait
in line as early as 5:30 a.m. on the first
business day of the month, Hauff said.

As public health districts reduced
their direct patient-care services due
to budget cuthacks and more people try
to cope without health insurance, many
facilities like YNHS grew and changed
to meet the need for preventive and pri-

mary care.

Nearly 25 years ago, YNHS started as
a private nonprofit health clinic, pro-
viding education and preventive health
services to low-income people.

It began with a weight-loss clinic,
well-child exams, stop-smoking classes
and physical exams in two houses at 12
S. Bighth St., and has expanded to
include counseling, prenatal, dental
and general medical care. Today, it also
offers breastfeeding support, family
planning, and the Women, Infant and
Children (WIC) program, a federal ini-
tiative to improve nutrition among
mothers and children who are at risk.

The clinic has expanded services to
include people from all income levels,
added a new 11,000-square-foot clinic
next to the original houses, and has
bought other property as well. The den-
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