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Dr. Gabriella Gellrich, a family doctor at the Community Health Center in Danbury, examines Donna Ruzza, 65, of New
Milford Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2010. Photo: Carol Kaliff / The News-Times | Buy This Photo
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DANBURY -- When Community Health Center Inc.
opened its clinic on Delay Street in August 2008, it had a
staff of three.

Now, two-and-a-half years later, there are 14 people
working there -- primary-care doctors, behavioral-health
specialists, nutritionists. About 5,000 patients -- mostly
uninsured and under-insured -- have used its services. In
2011, it hopes to open its own dental clinic.

"We're busting at our seams in Danbury," said Mark
Masselli, the president and CEO of Community Health
Center, which now operates 12 clinics in the state.

"It's been a wonderful experience," said Adele Gordon,
site manager for CHC in Fairfield County. "If you come
into our waiting room, there are always people waiting
for care."

Now, thanks to GE Foundation, the clinic will be able to
expand its behavioral health care services to children.
The clinic has received a $250,000, two-year grant from
the foundation.

"It is great, great news," Masselli said.

"There is such a need," he said. "About 80 percent of
kids who need behavioral health care don't get
treatment. The schools are great, but we want to get
them help as far upstream as possible."

But for Masselli, equally exciting is GE's three-year
commitment to offer its management expertise to the
center under its Developing Health program.

"We've already met with 150 GE employees in Danbury -
- their executives, their staff," Masselli said. "We'll be
working with that team. It's about learning from a
different set of experiences."

Frank Montero, spokesman for the GE Foundation, said
the company began the Developing Health program in
New York City a year ago.
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‘gei:"::lsiiﬁ?;g Krauth bragged about e started with $25 million, then expanded to $50
million," Montero said. "We've doubled
our commitment."

In Fairfield County, the GE Foundation grant to the Danbury clinic is one of five GE will give,
with others going to clinics in Norwalk, Bridgeport and Stamford. In all, it is giving the five
clinics $1.25 million over two years.

Montero said the program has awarded grants in cities like New Orleans, where there's little
GE presence, but its preference is to award grants where GE employees can offer their business
knowledge to the grant recipients.

"What we've found is that the people who receive the grants are excited at first about the
money," Montero said. "But then, when they realize about what the program offers, it's not
about the money -- it's about our employees' engagement with their work."

And Masselli said, the GE business experience can only help when it comes to running the
health center as efficiently as possible.

"Today, you can't just be good at one thing" Masselli said. "You have to be good at everything."
Contact Robert Miller
at bmiller@newstimes.com

or at 203-731-3345.
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