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Clinic serves more uninsured than expected

By Randy Riebe
‘NMausau Daiy Herald

As the clinic administrator for the Bridge
Community Health Clinic, Sarah Huil hasn't had too
many surprises duwring the first vear of its operation.

As expected, after an initial surge, the clinic has
slowly increased its base of patients to about 1,200
— a little less than half of what it should be able to
handle at capacity,

it’s mission, to be a primary care clinic for low-
income patients and the uninsured, is aided by a fed-
urai grant, which classifies the nonprofit clinic as a
community health center.

Zecause of its designation, Hull had expected the
clinic to see a fair amount of patients without any
form of insurance, but not as many as it actually did.

“The biggest surprise we had was the percentage
of satients we attracted without any kind of insur-
ance,” Hull said, “We were expecting it to be about 9
sercent of our patient base. Initially, it was 20 per-
went, mostly because everybedy called up to make an
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Brothers Bloang {left} and Xiong Her play 'n
the waiting room of the Bridge Community Haalth
Clinic Thursday white waiting for their appoiniment.

appointment right way. [t's went down, but has
stayed between 11 and 13 percent. Looking at it that
way, we've had a bigger initial impact than we
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expected,”

A statewide survey conducted by
the Department of Health and Social
Services in 1993 and 1994 sstimates
about 10 percent of the population in
Marathon County had noe health
insurance for the entire vear or was
without it for a portion of the year,

“The numbers they've seen might
be more accurate than the survey
indicated,” said Eleanor Cautley of
the State Department of Health
and Soctal Services. “We don't have
data specific to Wausau, In general,
the northern region of the state
tends to have a higher perceniage
af seople without insurance —
1borit 16 percent — than the south-
2 Cegion.”

Fall might even see those num-
“ers ontinue to increase, said Jonn
Bartkowskd, chief executive officer af
the Sixteenth Street Health Center
in Milwankés:

“Our clinic and others in
Milwaukee have about 25 percent of
our patients without insurance.”
Bartkowskt said. “It sounds ‘ike

ey e oy very wel] oy Loirer-
sear ciinies Those aumbers Jdon - -
prise me at all. It takes abou e, e
three vears o essrablish . 5 rm
patient base, they could incraase.”

Considering it didn't have 1 fujl-
time physician on staF until
January, Hull said she's vers nieased
at now the first year went.

“By and large we've met most ¢

the goals as far as anticinated
growth that we had for our first
year,” Hull said. “We had 1 7ul-vime
nurse practitioner on starf, which
helped tremendously with continuy.
By August we'll have a second tujl-
time physician and our board aas
also approved a part-timo derta|
practitioner.”

Luz Balmadrid is the doctor who
Joined the clinie in Janvary. She said
she has seen a steady increase o
patients since then.

‘T see a pretty wide mTange of
patients, from the very youns -o -pe
very old,” Balmadrid said. “hars &
good indication we're reaciin o
we're supposed to. Right now mv
schedule is full because 'm seeinyg 1
lot of patients who haven™ seen 1
doctor betore, which takes a iii:le
more time. [¢'ll get easier a3 wo
decome more ‘amiliar with aach
sther.”

Secause she s F00INY Datients wh
At be visiting 1 deetor dr the Aret
me n their lves, Jaimadnd e
:he clinic has aready made 1 T
mee,

“Just vesterday [ saw s0meune [
was aole 10 refer an for ac.ldona,
-are.” Balmadrid said, “She nweded
it. Without the clinic, she probably
wouldn't have went to 4 doctor.”
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