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health care for theiﬁigent?

Closing of John L. Doyne Hospital raises questions about where the workis

Iy Julie Snelder

ior more than 100 years, Milwaukee
County's hospital, now known as John L.
Dayne Hospital, las taken care of couniy
residents whe had no way of paying for
their medical care,

Fhat tradition will end around Dec, 21,
when the private, nonprofit Froediert
Memuorial Lutheran Hospital tskes over
Doyae's prograoms and lacilities in a
saleflease apreement the Milwaukee
Counly Boud approved carlier this year,

Last summer, the Milwaskee County
Board approved a plan to transfer
Doyae's programs and services fo
Frocdterl. The Medical College of Wis-
consing whose faculty make up Doyne
and Froedtest's medical staffs, aiso has
been part of the transition. It will 1ake
vver the aperation of Doyne's medical
clirics.

While lamenling the toss of the coun-
ty's “hospital of last resort,” many public
awd private community leaders agree the
county had no chuice but 1o turn the hos-
pral ever 1o Froediert, which shases a
campus with Doyne at the Milwavkee Re-
givnal Medical Center i Wanwatosa,

They also point out that Milwaukee
County is not alone in deciding to close
its public hospital, which has fost millions
of duliars over the last several years, Pub-
lic hospitals around the couniry are cul-
ting back on services, privatizing their op-
erations or shutting down entirely, With
the health care indusiry ever more com-
petilive, taxpayers can no longer afford to
pay for the operation of many pubilic hos-
pitals,
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They'll just end up
in emergency rooms
at hospitals
throughout the

”

conmunity,

Marv Neely Jr.,
president of the

Hosphtal Council of
Greater Milwaukee

Officials have said Milwaukee Counly
can make beller use of its resources by
being a health care purchascr rather than a
health care provider, In doing so, they
poinled out, the county is not terning ils
back on the poor, even though a recent
change in stale law means (he county is
no longer obligated to provide such care.
The state and Mitwaukee County have

committed o continve funding care for
the indigent through a block gram pro-
gram.

Under the Doyne-Froedteri agreement,
Froedient will be the preferred provider
under the county's General Assistance
Medical Pragram (GAMP). Through a
combination of stale and county funds,
Froediert will get about $32 million for

1996 o provide care under GAMP, and
about $30 million in 1997,

In addition, the county cxpects to spend
about $1 million on a yet-to-be devefoped
plas to provide primary care to indigent
county residents at community elinies and
health centers in their neighberhoods, An-
other $5 million is carmarked for care at
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