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IVlIDDI'TO - D .ng March there had bee
two murders, two suicides and one critically
ir tued child in Connecticut stemming from domeS-
tic violence Said New Horizons Program Manager
Michele Waldner. In just Middletown, there was "a

brutal beating" as a result
MIDDLETOWH of domestic violence.

New Horizons
Domestic Violence

Services, a service of the city-based Community
Health Center Inc., offers supportive services
including a safe haven for battered women and
their chikh n within Middlesex County. New;
Horizons has teamed up with the Middletown Post
Office to promote awareness about domestic vio-
lence and wher help can be found.

During a presentation Wednesday in the Silver
Street postal facility, Postal Officer in Cl arge Joe
Camporeale, on behalf of the U.S. Postal Service,
presented Waidner and other New Horizons repre
sentatives with a'plaque commemorating the "Stop
Family Violence" postage stamp to bring more pub-
licity to the :problem during Domestic Violence
Awareness Week.

The post office also has information posted
involving domestic violence stafisties and what'
Services are available in the state and from NeW
Horizons, which will be on display for the next few:
weeks, Camporeale said "so (people)will know
where to go." The stamp, featuring a child's artwork
o1" a girl with her hands up, tears on her cheeks and
a froval, sells for 45 cents, eight cents of which goes
toward rmlding services nationally.

Staiisties displayed at the post office provided
by New Horizons show that 41 percent of the peo-
ple arrested for family violenee in Middletown were
arrested for defending themselves against their
attackers.

Waldnex said she thinks the stamp will bring
more attention to the matter.

New Horizons shelter, available to Middlesex
County residents and others ff needed, houses up
to 10 women and children. Women and families can :
StaY:within the shelter for 60 days. iil;(
' Victims can call a statewide 24-hour staff :
domestic violence hotline, which "rolls over" to the::':
close battered women's shelter. :]:

There are support groups for those living witie
hi the shelter, as well as community support groups:
in Middletown and Westinx)ok for those not tts
he shelter. New Horizons can be reached at::

(860)344-9599 or through the Commtmity Health
Center at (860)347-6971. The statewlde hotline is 12
888-774-2900.
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Michele Waldner and Debra Kniffin, represenlJng the
Camporeale, representing the Middletown
a presentation in honor of DOmestic Violence
Wednesday regarding a stamp that has been
of a stamp, in cir flation since October of !ast year,
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