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(i unity Health Center dentist Dr. Carmelhla O'Arro ]left] speaks with U.S. Sen. Chris Dgd([
[ onn.] about the need for more resources at the facility during Dodd's tour of the center on
;Monday. With him are Vice President and Cinficaf Director Margaret Flinter and Dr. Katherine
Sclmeider ]right], director of Community Medicine at Middlesex Hospital.
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By JOHN CHRISTIE

Middletown Press Staff

MIDDLETOWN -- The lack of adequate health
insurance has become as great an illness as any
disease, infecting millions of Americans.

The-Community Heatb Center, Inc. and
Middlesex Hospital have been seeking to cure this
malady for Middlesex County residents through a: 
joint project seeking to increase access to health
services for the uninsured.

Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., visited the
center at 635 Main St. to announce a $881,000 fed-
eral grant that will allow local agencies to increase
direct health services and create a support care
infrastructure to aid the county's uninsured.

Last May, the center and hospital applied for
the grant awarded by the federal Health Resources
and Service Administration and are now one of 70
separate Community Access Projects funded
nationwide.

"We thought it would be a long-shot," said
Margaret Flinter, vice president and clinical direc
tor of the center. "We're thrilled and excited. We're

our hard work paid off."
Part of the funding will go toward creai

network where newly hired eligibilitY worke]
tioned at health services throughout the county
will work with uninsured patients, said Katherine
Schneider, director of community medicine for
Middlesex Heath System, inc. ::

The workers will help patients determin What;
publ c nsurance they are eligible for, becaBSe 
lot of them don t know that they qualiy
Medicare, Medicaid or the states HUSK pr6gram:

"ff they are truly uninsurable we can hei on-
nect them with affordable services in the existing
system, including primary care, mental health gnd
substance abuse treatment dental care and m d-
;cations," Schneider Said.

Because the funding is 0nly for one year, the
center and hospital will t se most of the new
money to "create a Serf stistaining infrastructure"
bringing together agencies such asthe connection,
Inc., Gilead Inc., £he Rushford Center and River
Valley Services to help patients get the care they

:See GRANT, Page A6
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