ates

..aEm”.mm”m_m _E.mmmﬁ health care
mow ﬁ_m itninsured in

. ommamw £ th ..onmmENm oP said.
e ‘tiental health care

ng-a-holistic’ approach

pr s maternal and infant

. ..zmr...ﬁm% enatalprogram, AIDS outreach

. H.,.E.mﬁ ide assistanice and various edu-
) 9«.855;2@ The center

“Shelter . for

According to Masselli, the center prides itself
sponsoring its fyearold north end Luis Lopez
b Garden. Smﬂ.imm once 3 dm.ombn Hoﬁ._:amwmg

fountain and vE.w benéties, mﬁm to the
mmoﬁ.m f-€orrnunity volunteer action..
i .._mﬁima on a shoestring

,..mb% Hon&_.. state or federal grants. Masselli.said, “I
took $40 out of my pocket and incorporated the
‘denter ... and we just plodded right in.”

" In a 115 College St. house, two second-floor bed-
rooms and a kitchen were converted into a
-makeshift dental clinic. Two local dentists and var-
ious Wesleyan University students volunteered a
few hours each week and a physician from New

.mﬁwﬁmum&.

York City traveled to Middletown once a month.
Lillian Reba Moses, a revered CHC board merm-
ber and volunteer after whom the Child Guidance
Center is named, said of Masselli: “I didn't know
much about him at the time; he had one chair, den-

. tal floss and toothbrushes he was handing out to

people — poor people in the coramunity ... he was
18 or 19 at the time.”

“The center has grown into a large and strong
agency with excellent doctors caring for people
who can’t afford medical care,” Moses said.

Jerry Weitzman, owner of Pelton’s Drug Store,
said, “One lazy day in the late 1960s, two long-

. . haired young men maxrched into the store to buy

armloads of supplies for their dental clinic. They
asked me to come take a look at their new set-up
.. the next thing I knew I was chairing their
board.”

Weitzman has been chair of CHC's board of
-directors for more than 15 years, and a 25year
active member. The CHC Weitzman Dental Clinic
is dedicated to his volunteer efforts over the years.
" “Qver the years CHC went from a counter cul-
turéi, volunteer organization to a Imainstream
agericy -with paid staff and cornprehensive ser-
vices,”. Weitzman said. CHC moved to its current
Main Street location a year after opening and con-
tinued expanding from there.

Weitzman added, “The most exciting thing for
me is ‘to meet someone on the street and have
them say ‘I went to the health center and they
took really good care of me;" simple things like that
are the most rewarding.”

-, “CHC’s mandate is to treat people with dignity;
services rendered are first class. People get warm,
hospitable care,” Weitzman said.

““There is really no difference between us and a

‘- private practitioner,” Masselli said of the center’s
eginnings memﬂsn.raﬁnroﬁ

state-of-the-art facilities.

This anniversary year involves more than a cel-
ebration of CHC’s successes, such as establishing
branch facilities in six cities and offering expand-
ed comprehensive services.

Masselli said the health center is celebrating
the longevity of its driving mission: to advocate

" health care as a ﬂmﬁd and not a wHHSHmmm Qm:ﬁu

25 yez <

Middletown, Lillian Reba Moses, board member emeritts o
of the board of directors of CHC. All three are the foun

person’s dignity and respect, and serving as an
organizing vehicle in which individuals can partic-
ipate in the delivery of their own health care.

Twenty-five years later the Community Health
Center still operates under the same cornerstone
philosophy.

Masselli said, “I'm proud of what we've accomn-
plished ... I atiribute it to collective volunteer
effort. We have to open our eyes to the needs of
the community — working together we can make a
difference.”

The health center has always included ﬁmﬁmwﬁ
advocates on its board, for direct community input
in the decision-making process impacting services
offered to residents.

Key to CHC's celebration is a summer concert




