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Wesleyan University Senior Lindsay Slabich, a work-study student, helps Aquila Tunmr, 14, of Woodrov¢ Wilson Middle
Scliool with her homework at the Community Health Center's HomeRoom program. 
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Officials tour city after-school program
• ? • •• •

By AMY:L. ZlTKA and City officials toured the site. Dodd
MdaeownPessta saw the homework art and computer

:: : : : , ; .... : eas of the program's location.
MIDD OWN --: On ;fo days a :: "The Community Health Center real-

week, StUdenNgather to receive home: saw a need for it, HomeRoom
work help and play gaifies after school. :: Coordinator Nat Holmes said. The facil-
in a safe environment inithe North End. ity, located at 635 Main St., has been

On Friday, the Community Health open for four years. "As soon as it
Center s H0meRO0m( after-schooi:pro- opened in 1993, kids were pouring in."
gram was open an extra day for Citystu- ?It's a safe environment and a fun
dents as u S. Sen: C tOpli Dodd environment," Holmes said. "The main

mission is to get kids to do their home-
work."

The program is open to children
from first grade through high school,
with the majority aged 7 to 13.
HomeRoom is supported by small
amounts of funding, including from the
city, and community grits and dona-
tions. The rest is supported through the

See AFTER-SCHOOL, A5
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After chool program
toured by fficialsO
*From A1 struCthred with the fun things,
Community Health Center's gem computers and learning experi:

ences
HomeRoom program 
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Prudence Burger, an 8-year-

connected to Ma.cdonough old Macdonough student,
Eiementmy School and its Ser- attefids the HomeRoom Pr9:
vices:are provided a oth !6ca: gram and enjoys Coming tothe
tions for children having diffi- facility.
c ty with their studies. "It's good," she said. I like if

, To assist with 0ne-0n.one a log because it helps with my
hg work and tutoriiig,:the horclework and reading."
H fiieRoom program relles 6n Tae Senate will be introduc-
vqlunteers. Program employses ing a :five-year, $3.25 billion
include Holmes and two support cbJld-care bilI next Week, 
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si f: VolunteerS :csme::iia from said. A portion of the child
tl " €0mmtmity :Wesleyan bill Will include afters-ch0oi pro-
Ufiigrsity anc[Middlet0Wh Hi : grams. He added 0nly abo t:3
SchdOl, percent of the :schools have

We re doing wel! now, but we after chool Prngrams : for: stu:
siill,ffeedmoro people "Holmes dents .... ;::
said. : ?It's frustrating to parents

..After visiting each: Stati0n in who are driving by the Schools
the:-"tdd-friendly" facility, Dodd that are :shutdown,": after the
answered questions froixi:the S oolday :o er_,Doddsaid, He
staff, city omcials and Some Of said the buildingsshonld be
the students who were atthe used more ofthetlme.
HomeRoom ro When working On the child-• P granL : . . .

"These kids afe S° lucky to care bill Dodd stud: "We're gomg
have a community to promote to really push that piece of it.
some programs for the younger
elementary and middle school : i
students," I)odd said. He added
there are about 5 million chi!-
dren who are home alone after
school. Thats wl-g¢ these :p
grams are important They are
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